STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 15,216
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
of Social Welfare denying her application for Supplenmental
Fuel Program benefits. The issue is whether the petitioner
and anot her adult with whom she |ives nust be considered a
singl e household in determining the petitioner's financi al

eligibility for fuel assistance.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

The facts are not in dispute. The petitioner lives
wi th another adult wi th whom she shares all househol d
expenses on an equal ("50/50") basis. In her application
for fuel assistance the Departnent required the petitioner
to list the income and resources of all househol d nenbers.
When the incone and resources of the petitioner's roonmate
are consi dered the household does not qualify for fuel
assi st ance.

The petitioner maintains that on her incone al one she
cannot afford to purchase her share of fuel in addition to
t he ot her househol d expenses she now shares. The petitioner
all eges that her inability to contribute equally to the
househol d's fuel expenses jeopardizes her relationship with

her roonmate. The petitioner argues that the Departnent's
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definition of household is too restrictive, and that she
shoul d be allowed to receive a pro rated fuel assistance
check based solely on her incone and her share of the

househol d expenses.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
There is no question that the Departnent’'s denial of
separate fuel assistance to the petitioner is in accord with

the state programregul ati ons. Wl fare Assi stance Manual
(WA M) 3 2903.1 and 2904 require that the conbined i ncone

and resources of "all nenbers of the househol d" must be

considered in determning eligibility for fuel assistance.
WA M 5> 2901.1(4) provides:

Househol d

A household is defined as one or nore persons living in
a unit who share a primary heating source, regardl ess
of :

the cost-sharing arrangenent for |iving and
heati ng expenses anong those people, or

whet her secondary heating sources are shared, or

the rel ationship of each person to other persons
inthe living unit.

The federal LIHEAP statute at 42 U S.C. > 8622(4) sets

forth the foll ow ng:
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The term "househol d* neans any individual or group of

i ndi vidual s who are |iving together as one economc

unit for whomresidential energy is customarily

pur chased in common or who nake undesi gnated paynents

for energy in the formof rent.

The petitioner admts that she and her roommate share
al | househol d expenses, including the purchase of heating
fuel. Thus, it nmust be concluded that she and her roommate
constitute an "economc unit" within the nmeaning of the
above statute. Inasmuch as the Departnent's decision is in

accord with the pertinent statutes and regul ati ons, the
board is bound by lawto affirmit. 3 V.S. A > 3091(d) and

Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
###



